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Howard Rach, 72; was 20-year Navy veteran

Howard Rach, 72, Navy veteran of two wars and former General Dynamics employee, died Thursday in his San Diego home. He had been a San Diego resident for the past 35 years.
In recent years, he had become widely known for his staghorn ferns. He began growing the ferns for his own pleasure, but several years ago he started producing them commercially. The ferns, which can reach enormous size, are used inside and out at both homes and
commercial buildings, especially restaurants.
Mr. Rach was born in 1919 in Milwaukee, Wis., where he completed high school and then, at 17, joined the Navy. He served on carriers in the Pacific in World War II, and he served in the Korean Conflict. He was stationed at North Island for a time. He retired in 1956 after 20 years in the Navy. 

He and Margaret Proft were married in Milwaukee in 1945, at the close of World War II.

After leaving the Navy, Mr. Rach worked in the missile program at General Dynamics.
Later, he joined the San Diego City School staff in building maintenance. He retired there in 1984.
Mr. Rach was involved in community organizations and held numerous chairmanships and elective posts. He was a member of Masonic Order and was active in Scottish Rites and Al Bahr Shrine. He was particularly interested in working for the Shriners' Childrens
Hospitals.       
He was a Fleet Reserve Association past president; past president of the San Diego County Employees Investment Club; City Schools United Way chairman in 1976 and 1977; and a Girl Scout leader from 1971 to 1974.
He was a skilled outdoorsman, a fisherman in lakes and streams but with particular love for deep-sea fishing, and a hunter of both birds and deer.
He and his wife had traveled by motor home throughout this country and Canada.
Survivors include his wife, Margaret; four daughters, Marsha De Forest of Del Mar, Katherine McGhee of Atlanta, Ga., and Virginia Page and Rochelle Barber, both of San Diego; twin brothers, Sheldon and Sherwin Rach of Milwaukee; and eight grandchildren.
Masonic funeral services will be at 3 p.m. tomorrow in Clairemont Mortuary. Services with military honors will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery. Visitation will be at Clairemont Mortuary from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. today and 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. tomorrow.

Memorial contributions may be sent to Shriners Children's Burn Center, Care of Al Bahr Shrine, 5440 Kearny Mesa Road, San Diego 92111.
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